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GraceCity Advent Study 
Prepare Him Room 
 

Week #4  December 17-December 23, 2018 
“Prepare for Community” (Luke 2:8-20)  
 

Since sin entered the world, separating us from God, humans have yearned for God to come and set his 
Kingdom here on earth.  We rejoice at Jesus’ birth because, through Him, we are reconciled back to God (2 
Corinthians 5:18-19).  This reconciliation is not solely between us and God.  We are called to be Christ’s 
ambassadors and continue to be ministers of reconciliation as we seek to bring His Kingdom here on 
earth as it is in Heaven (Matthew 6:10).  In this final week of advent, we find social outcasts on earth and 
angels from Heaven joining in worship of Jesus, exemplifying the reconciliation that we should strive for 
in the coming year. 

Preparation: 

Recall a time when you heard news that you were completely unable to keep to yourself.  What 
about the news compelled you to share?  How did you feel?  Who did you tell?  

Read:  Luke 2:8-20 

Notes/Definitions: 

King David:  Second king of the united kingdom of Israel and Judah.  He was known as a man after 
God’s own heart.  Before he was king, he was a shepherd (1 Samuel 16:11).  Jesus fulfilled God’s 
covenant with King David (2 Samuel 7:11b-16).   

Heavenly host:  An army of heavenly host was first mentioned in 1 Kings 22:19 to give authority 
to a message delivered.  Heavenly host is part of God’s court on either side of His throne. 

Shepherds:  Some of the Old Testament heroes were shepherds – Jacob (Genesis 30), Joseph 
(Genesis 37:2), Moses, (Exodus 3:1), and David (1 Samuel 16:11).  While shepherding could be a 
family profession, often shepherds were hired hands who were responsible for the flock of sheep.  
It carried great responsibility to protect the flock from predators and wandering off.  Around the 
time of Jesus’ birth, shepherds were distrusted and suspected as thieves despite the responsibility 
entrusted on them.   

Bethlehem:  Birthplace of Jesus and the hometown of King David (1 Sam 16:1, 4).  Located six 
miles south of Jerusalem.  Translated “house of bread.”  

Questions: 

1. Read through the passage – what is happening? Who is present and what is their role in the 
story?  What was the reaction of the shepherds? 

2. Discuss who shepherds were in this time.  What can we take from the fact that they were first 
ones told that Jesus had been born?  Who would be considered “the shepherds” today?   

3. What did the angel of the Lord tell the shepherds?  Compare and contrast this message to what 
the angels told Mary and Joseph.  Why do you think angels were so involved in delivering 
messages around Jesus’ birth?   
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4. The multitude of heavenly host joined the angel and began praising God.  What was the 
meaning of their song?  What example for corporate worship does this set for us?   

5. How did the shepherds react to meeting the Christ child?   

6. The shepherds went from being receivers of a message to being deliverers.  What was the 
people’s response to the shepherds’ message?  What motivates you to spread good news?   

7. From birth, Jesus belonged to more than just Mary and Joseph.  He equally belonged to the 
shepherds.  How do we at times try to keep Jesus just for us?  How can we be welcoming to all 
who want to meet Him? 

8. In John 10, Jesus shares parables about shepherds and their flocks and refers to himself as the 
Good Shepherd.  Why does Jesus use shepherds in his teachings?  What characteristics does 
Jesus associate with shepherds? 

9. In this passage, celestial beings and mere humans rejoiced at the birth of Jesus, God in the 
flesh.  What picture does this paint for us of the new heaven and new earth that is to come?  
Consider Galatians 3:28 and Revelation 21:1-5. 

10. In verse 20, shepherds came back glorifying God for what they had seen and heard.  How have 
we encountered Jesus?  What is our response?    

Closing Prayer:  

Praise God for sending His son!  Pray for alertness to the opportunities this Christmas season to share 
Jesus with others.  Seek ways that we can be ministers of reconciliation in our homes, workplaces, 
neighborhoods, and church community.  Engage with others whose apparent differences may push us 
out of our comfort zone.  Pray that past this season of Advent, we will continue to prepare room for 
Jesus in our lives.   
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